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In November 1983, a series of lectureships in
The Faculties was advertised. It was clear
from the advertisement that the jobs were not

of Chemistry advertised the first of a series of
posts as ‘part of a program designed to attract
outstanding young chemists to tenured posi-
tions within the School’.

These two examples are cases in which
there is an explicit intention to discriminate
against older applicants. This is in addition to
widespread covert age discrimination. In one
case of which I am aware, all candidates over
the age of 30 were summarily excluded from
consideration, although the advertisement had
not specified any such age criterion.

The introduction of age discrimination in
academic appointments is a serious step, since
it introduces a factor having no connection
with academic criteria. Here I present some of
the arguments against age discrimination and
outline some alternatives to such discrimina-
tion. Quite a number of the points arose in
discussions with other members of the Action
Group on Discrimination, an ANU group
which was set up last year over concern about
age discrimination.

intended for people much older than their
mid-30s. In March 1984 the Research School |

Comment

The basic argument for age blindness is that
chronological age itself has no relevance to a
person’s ability to perform a job and to
contribute enthusiasm and new ideas. There-
fore age discrimination should be ruled out
just as discrimination should be ruled out on
the basis of sex, ethnic origin, political
affiliation, religion, nationality, sexual prefer-
ence and other such factors.

The most obvious disadvantage of age
discrimination is that the most suitable person
for a task is not always obtained. For the ANU
posts, outstanding older applicants will be
ruled out of contention.

When discrimination occurs and is seen to-
occur, those discriminated against can become
resentful and disillusioned because their hard
work and achievement of high levels of
academic performance is not fairly recog-
nised. This certainly applies at the ANU. In
the Research Schools, for example, there are
quite a number of researchers in their 30s or
older with outstanding academic records. If

By Brian Martin
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