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On the 29" April 2015 Andrew Chan and Myuran Sukumaran were executed by
firing squad on the Nusakambangan prison island, Indonesia. These two men had

been sentenced to death in early 2006 on drug charges (Alford, 2010). Chan and

Sukumaran were a part of the Bali 9, and along with 7 other individuals had
attempted to smuggle in 8.3 kilos of heroin from Indonesia to Australia on the 17"
April 2005 (Moore, 2005).

(AFP, 2006) ' w1 ) In December 2014, new Indonesian president Joko Widodo made clear he would

not be granting clemency for any individual convicted for drug trafficking (Guardian
Australia Staff and Agencies, 2015). Hence Chan and Sukumaran’s bids for
presidential clemency are rejected, and those previously sentenced to be executed
for drug trafficking begin to face the firing squad (Alford, 2010).

COMDOMMED PO PRI AT FOR (XICITION )

The death of Chan and Sukumaran was deeply contested in Australia prior to their

executions by the public, media and government. After an almost decade long The Australian Newspaper Headlines 10 years apart showing the shift in media

battle to save the lives of the convicted pair, Australia was outraged with the loss of portrayal over time (NSW State Library, 2015)
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its two citizens in April. While public opinion was somewhat divided, both media
personalities and government officials labelled the situation to be senseless and
(Supplied, 2015) unacceptable (Knott and Willingham, 2015).

The Social Media Campaign

#BoycottBali first appeared in our newsfeeds in late January 2015 af-

Boycotts

ter clemency for both Chan and Sukumaran had been denied by Indo-
nesian president Joko Widodo (Guardian Australia Staff and Agencies,
2015). It must be noted that the three months leading up to the duos
deaths saw the most frequent media coverage and social media trend-
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Boycotts entail the avoidance or withdrawal from a social or commercial relation-
ship, usually as punishment or protest (Dictionary.com, 2015). A boycott is an in-

Grace

strument that is often utilised by a seemingly powerless group against the power- For the boys
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ful to bring about change (Koku, 2011, pg. 83). In the case of ‘Boycott Bali’, every- —— ing for the #BoycottBali campaign, which has heavily declined in cover-

day Australians who disagree with the recent actions of the Indonesian govern- age since the two faced the firing squad. Along with #BoycottBali,

ment are aiming to protests Indonesia’s capital punishment laws, as well as their #Boycottlndonesia is another popular hashtag used to promote the

treatment of Australian drug traffickers by boycotting Indonesia as a holiday desti- Timeline  About  Photos Videos

boycott of travelling to the popular holiday destination.The

nation.

People #BoycottBali social media campaign was most strongly present on 2
Boycott Bali certainly generated media attention around the time of the execu- e St S platforms, being Facebook and twitter. Numerous Facebook pages and
tions, making headlines around the world. However the attention gained by the 15,308 - twitter accounts were set up to promote and support the boycott

mostly uninformed social media campaign has certainly been a lot more successful 402% fom lastweek campaign. These platforms also saw an immense use of the hashtags

than the boycott itself. Philippe Delacote suggests that boycotts involving consum- #BoycottBali and #Boycottindonesia, with these hashtags trending on

erism are likely to be ineffective in all cases for three main reasons (2009). Firstly, ‘ Scenes from Bali X <2 Follow both platforms (The Debate, 2015). Other social media sites like Tum-
cc;nsumer boy-/c?tt;;:qullre adsftrong czllle:’uve acltuon, which reducocles the I|k§I|neSzI Opinion: Boycott Bali is just another m theoverlandguy & -2 Folow blr and Instagram also saw a burst of hashtags supporting the Bali boy-
of success as it |s‘ ifficult to direct an .|.n orn.w a large unconnecte grouP. econd- hypocritical clicktivist campaign that is M Gtheovertanagu cotts (The Debate, 2015).

ly, consumers which have the most ability to impact a company (or in this case In- clearly failing buff.ly/1GSuCuX #bali #boycottbali You can't have 500 Million in

donesia’s tourism sector) also are likely to most harshly suffer the costs of boy- Aid , keep someone for 10 years in prison ‘Boycott Bali for the Boys’ Facebook page was created on the 8th Jan-
cotting a product or service. And lastly, the overall amount of individuals which ac- e }252 exectite them. That is where the anger uary and is the main social media page with 15,395 likes to date

tively support a boycott generally is not high enough for a reasonable amount of o (2015).The page states its main objective is not to in anyway negative-
] ) . Boycott Bali’s main Facebook Page, as well as some of 7 . . .

time to be able to impact the profit of a company or economy (Delacote, 2009, pg. e . . B ly impact the Indonesian people; however it aims to show the Indone-
308). lighting the divided opinion of the public. 21 P29 A 20 sian government that capital punishment is greatly unsupported

(Boycott Bali for the Boys, 2015). The page initially began in an urgent
plead to spare the lives of the convicted drug traffickers, however
THE MAlN ARGUMENT continues well after the pairs execution providing a platform for dis-
cussion, and further links supporting the boycotting of Bali, and the
end of capital punishment across the world. The page also uses the

hashtags #keephopealive and #istandformercy (Boycott Bali for
the Boys, 2015).

This closely reflects the boycott Bali campaign. The Bali boycotts main flaw is the
type of consumerism the protest plays on. Tourism and holiday planning is not an
everyday expense, nor is it an area of spending that is easily altered. This boycott is
more likely to have its impact through its media coverage, rather than through the
boycott itself.

g ~~. The #BoycottBali campaign was heavily scrutinised both online and throughout the media.
s Y From my content analysis of both twitter and Facebook and the hashtag #BoycottBali, it is
// \\ clear there are two main arguments surrounding the death of Chan and Sukumaran. Firstly,
y A many Australians believe that these men broke the laws of a country in which they were ful-
! 7 . . . \ ly aware carried the death penalty, and it is of their own actions that they have faced the
y We don't for a moment wish to negatively impact the \ 4 ! penaity,an o . 4 , , A * A
/ i h ; Bali | ) - \ consequences for. In retaliation to this, a majority of Australians posted on social media that oVl ‘ £ O\ . £
i ives of the ordinary Balinese or Indonesian citizen by | Indonesia had no right to take the lives of Australian citizens, especially after they had been Paul Koku (2011) states that the emergence of social media has revitalised
: promoting the Boycott Bali campaign; we merer want : fully rehabilitated over the last ten years. the way boycotts are able to be organised and run. Individuals who have
‘ 1 ' ' ! been wronged or outraged by an organisation or nation can turn to
\ the Indonesian government to listen to the Australian ] According to a Roy Morgan poll taken on the 27th January, 51% of Australians believe that olatforms I;gke Facebookgand Zwitterio raise their concerns and voice their
\ people!” says the official Facebook page promoting / Australians convicted of drug charges in Indonesia should not be exempt from the death - e I
\ . / ) . ) opinions, as well as easily find networks of people with similar interests
\ the Bali boycotts (Boycott Bali for the Boys, 2015). / penalty, and 48% were against the use of the death penalty of Australian drug traffickers (Roy : : : o ,
\ / Morgan Research, 2015). However almost one month later; a poll conducted by the Low and viewpoints. The use of social media In boycotts allows for 2 main ac-
\ y .g . ’ | . . ’ P. y )" tions to be taken according to Koku (2011) — being the ability to spread
\ , Institute discovered that 62% of Australians believe the executions should not proceed, with . . . . . . .
Q I boycott information, and the ability to join retaliatory actions against a tar-
S - 69% of Australians opposing the death penalty for drug trafficking (Oliver, 2015). The num- . : : :
~ . _ -~ get. This has already been seen in many social media planned boycotts
B - ber of Australians in support of Chan and Sukumaran’s executions also dropped to 31% at , : , ,
S . against nations. For example the boycott of China and the purchasing of
this time (Oliver, 2015). Chinese products due to the prevalence of child labour in sweatshops
The boycott Bali campaign gained a great deal of support and media attention at the time of (Koku, 2011). However, this is contested by Jiyeon Kang (2012) in which he
The History of Executions in Indonesia and around the World the duos death; however it was a flawed campaign. One thing that the media did accurately argues that when social .m‘edla is mvoIvec.:I in the organisation of a boycott it
_ _ _ o report on what the close minded effects that boycotting Bali or Indonesia would have. can simply enable slacktivism, where online campaigns are liked or re-
Capital punishment refers to the punishment of an individual by death. In #BoycottBali was intended show the Indonesian government that killing Australian citizens tweeted in order to feel good about oneself, with no actual commitment
Indonesia there are sixteen crimes that are punishable by death, with the would have repercussions. However a common element missing from both social media ar- intended.

most common being murder, terrorism and drug trafficking (Cornell guments and news pieces was the fact that boycotting Bali is more likely to have a much

University Law School, 2013).According to the most recent information wre devastating effect on its innocent citizens than the government itself (Carland, 201 Sy W
released by Indonesian officials, there were 133 people on death row on

the 31st December 2012 — 71 of which have been convicted of drug

So I would say to people yes, you are absolutely entitled to
be angry but we've got to be very careful to ensure that we
do not allow our anger to make a bad situation worse

offenses (Cornell University Law School, 2013). In 2008, eight prisoners
were executed by the Indonesia authorities, two of which were for the What has been left out in Australian Media?
possession and smuggling of narcotics (Kontra, 2013). No executions were
performed between 2009 and 2012, as well as in 2014. Although, in 2015,

|4 prisoners have already faced the firing squad between January and April

+ That the death penalty for drug smuggling happens in over 30 different nations and
Prime Minister Tony Abbott announced the unprecedented move during a press conference in boycotting Bali can most certainly be argued to be hypocritical.

Canberra on Wednesday morning.

That although the loss of Andrew Chan and Myuran Sukumaran is very sad, eight peo-
ple were killed that night. Most Australians could not tell you the name of one other
life lost. Of course Australia is concerned about its own citizens, but at the end of the
day we are all humans, and human life should not be valued differently. Framing ideolo-
gy means that in Australian media we are presented as the ‘us’ and all others are pre-
sented as ‘them’, and this describes the reporting of the Bali Nine executions and the
Boycott Bali campaign (Rosas-Moreno, 201 3).

— which included the two Australians Andrew Chan and Myuran Sukumaran
(Kontra, 201 3).

Today, 36 countries actively practice capital punishment. According to

Amnesty International (2014),22 countries were known to have had

executions carried out in 2013 and at least 23,392 people worldwide were

under sentence of death at the end of 2013.The highest amount of

The act of boycotting Bali is most likely to impact innocent citizens that rely on tourist
or foreign aid dollars to survive (Carland, 2015). Indonesia has strong views on drug
traffickers and the use of the death penalty, and even the large amount of discussion
generated by the social media campaign is nowhere near strong enough to alter the
standing laws of Indonesia. If pleas directly from the Australian Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister cannot change the mind of the Indonesian government, a Facebook page
is certainly not going to do any impact.

executions is said to be in China, although their execution figures are not
published (Amnesty International, 2014). It is estimated 2,400 executions
were performed in china in 2013, as well as 39 in the US, 8 in japan and 7 in
Vietnam (Amnesty International, 2014). According to a 2012 report by

Harm Reduction International there are 33 countries and territories that

retain the death penalty for drug offences, of which includes the United

States,Vietnam and Thailand.

[Full reference list attached to Dialogue]



BCM390 Dialogue
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Morning of the 29" of April = Morning after the Executions

Cassie: Hey mum, did you hear that the two Bali nine ringleaders were executed overnight?
Mum: | did Cass. It is very sad news don’t you think?

Cassie: At first | did not think that | had feelings either way towards the situation. To me these men
had done the wrong thing, well aware of the punishments. But waking up this morning to this news
has left me feeling devastated.

Mum: It certainly has been a very controversial topic in the media lately. | am not surprised you feel
confused about the situation as the media has presented a range of different viewpoints. Just by
watching the news this morning | have heard an array of very convincing viewpoints. One being that
these two men have merely payed the consequence of their own foolish actions which is no one’s
fault but their own. On the other hand, | have also heard the argument that these men have had ten
years to be rehabilitated, and were no longer the convicted criminals that had originally been
sentenced to death™.

Cassie: | would really like to look further into Myuran Sukumaran and Andrew Chan, and the way the
media has covered their story over the last decade. | feel this may help me create a clear perspective
of the situation, as well as allow me divulge deeper into the facts that are not being presented by
the mainstream media. | have an assignment coming up for my subject Media, War and Peace, and |
think it might be a good idea to use this as a case study. Not only is this a fitting example as the
death of Sukumaran and Chan are very prominent in the media right now, but as a topic close to my
heart | may be able to gain a clearer perspective on the whole thing.

Mum: Great idea Cass, | do remember you telling me about this assignment. This seems like a great
topic that is incredibly relevant right now. However from what | remember you telling me, you need
to pick a central theory in which you will be discussing, and then relating to a case study. How do
you plan on tackling the executions?

Cassie: As executions are not a covered theory in class, | will have to relate them to another theory
we have discussed. For example, | could discuss the growing social media campaign to boycott Bali
after the executions®. By using boycotts as my main theory, | can then relate this to the case study of

! Many of the prisoners on death row have been awaiting execution for ten years or more, with Chan and
Sukumaran being imprisoned for just under ten years before their execution. This waiting period was one
aspect of the #BoycottBali campaign that the Australian public had most concern with. It was argued that after
serving ten years of jail time, these convicted drug smugglers were no longer the same young men that had
heading the Bali Nine operations.

2 Boycott Bali is a consumer based boycott aimed to protest the recent executions of Australian citizens that is
primary carried through the use of social media and hashtags. While originally these protests had begun in aim
to stop the executions, they now remain to prevent other Australians from being imprisoned or sentenced to
death in Indonesia.



the execution of Chan and Sukumaran’s death leading to the creation of the Bali boycotts. As well as
focusing on the new ways social media are emerging in the organisation of boycotts. Does that
sound like an interesting idea?

Mum: It sure does. But before you decide it will be best to do some preliminary research to make
sure there is enough information out there that will help you get your point across. As well as to help
you decide what you are going to say. Once you have gathered some material, let me know your
ideas and if this topic is going to fit the criteria of your assignment.

Cassie: Thanks for your help Mum! | will start researching right away!

Morning of 2™ May - 72 hours after executions, 64 hours after withdrawal of Australian
Ambassador to Indonesia.

Cassie: Hey mum. After researching the theory of boycotts and the media portrayal of the recent
executions in Indonesia | have decided | definitely want to explore this further as my project report
topic.

Mum: That’s great Cass! Good to see you are thinking about your project nice and early. Anyway, tell
me about the materials you have come across so far, and how you plan to tackle then report.

Cassie: Well firstly | started by finding the main social media page dedicated to the Bali boycotts —
which is a Facebook page titled ‘Boycott Bali for the Boys’. | spent a fair amount of time analysing
the pages posts, the comments it had received, its growth of likes and the conversation that was
being sparked. | found the public response to the page and its message to be very divided, just like
you had mentioned mainstream television media to be. | then looked through the news articles that
have been released over the last few months, in 2005 when the executions were originally
sentenced and from the last three days since the executions have taken place. | found these articles
to focus both on the executions, as well as quite substantially on the boycott Bali campaign.

Mum: Sounds like you have found some great sources, and are gaining a clear idea of how you will
approach your project. In regards to the section you just mentioned about a theory of boycotts, |
have also been doing some of my own research into boycotts. You have sparked my interest in this
current topic, and | wanted to tell you about and article | read that was posted in the Journal of
Broadcasting & Electronic Media by Jiyeon Kang® in which he argues that when social media is
involved in the organisation of a boycott it can simply enable slacktivism, where online campaigns
are liked or retweeted in order to feel good about oneself, with no actual commitment intended.

Cassie: That is a great theory! It’s relevant to this form of boycott, as well as sums up my original
theory that this boycott is a sensational one that became popular due to public outrage. However it
portrays little knowledge of the full circumstance, and will overall have no outstanding damage to
the Indonesian economy.

Mum: | completely agree with you. The one main challenge you will face in discussing your main
theory about boycotts is that there is relatively little literature present about the impact of social

3 Kang, J (2012). ‘A Volatile Public: The 2009 Whole Foods Boycott on Facebook’, Journal of Broadcasting &
Electronic Media, Vol 56, Issue 4



media on boycotting due to it being a newer form of protest. Similarly, another hardship | feel you
will face is due to the executions of Chan and Sukumaran being so recent, there is yet to be any
academic writing on its social effects. Other than that, what other aspects of the media have you
come across during your research?

Cassie: There are a few things | have found that have not been discussed in the media about the
campaign to boycott Bali. Firstly, people are being urged to travel to countries like Thailand or
Vietnam instead of spending their money in Indonesia. However it seems to be unknown to most
people that both these nations are users of capital punishment. | also find it very interesting that the
media reports have been so concentrated on the Australian lives that were lost. In confuses me that
six other loves were lost that night, however they are irrelevant in Australian media. | am going to
try and focus more heavily on these aspects as | begin to plan putting together my information pack.

20" May - 3 Weeks since the Executions and Media Coverage of the Boycotts has begun to
diminish

(Draft Information pack has since been devised and viewed by Mum and her friends)

Mum: Hey Cass, | wanted to talk to you about the information pack you had asked me to look over.
You said that you wanted to present your information in a poster as it was an interesting and
different way to show off your work. However my friends and | feel that the way you have designed
your poster draft is unappealing and shows far too much information. We suggest you cull some of
the background information you present and focus on the main point’s you are trying to get across.
Also the way you have mimicked a Facebook page set out is not quite clear, and it may make your
poster more captivating to diverge from this idea and add more images and colours.

Cassie: These are the same concerns | had about the poster. | think it will be best to stick with the
colour scheme of social media (being the blue shades) but | will add more images and separate the
information. Hopefully making the poster more appealing!

Mum: Other than that we have no more initial problems with the poster. You have presented a
sound argument and present both sides of the story clearly, allowing your readers to be able to
make up their own mind about the situation.

Cassie: | have also been able to make my mind up about the whole situation, and am very pleased |
have looked at every side of the argument. There was certainly a great deal missing in the
mainstream media coverage of the Bali Boycott campaign. It will be very interesting to see if the
campaign lasts into the future, or does have any effect on the Indonesian tourist industry. And it will
certainly be interesting to view how capital punishment is handled by the Australian media in years
to come.
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