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University of Wollongong
Information Sheet

for participants in the research project
Happiness: investigating its causes and conditions

being conducted by (Insert Student Names) of the Cultural Studies Program

Your participation is sought in a research project being undertaken by students of the University of Wollongong under the supervision of Professor Brian Martin and Associate Professor Chris Barker. 

The project involves carrying out an assessment of the causes and conditions of happiness among individuals and making recommendations as to how happiness could be increased. Students will write up a report of the project’s methods and findings that will be made available to you. 

The project will involve carrying out semi-structured interviews, or conversations, with consenting adult participants lasting approximately 30 minutes. You will be asked questions such as “What do you most enjoy?” and “What would make you happier?”

The conversations may be tape-recorded with your consent but no one other than the student researchers (insert names) and Professor Brian Martin and Associate Professor Chris Barker will hear them notwithstanding the legal right of a court to subpoena transcripts in relation to criminal offences. It is not the intention to publish any of the material. However, should we later wish to do so, your further agreement will be sought. The tapes will be destroyed after transcription. 

Your participation in this research is voluntary; you are free to decline to participate and you are free to withdraw from the research at any time. Your refusal to participate or withdrawal of consent will not affect your relationship with the University of Wollongong in any way. If you would like to discuss this research further please contact A/Prof Chris Barker on (02) 4221 3671 or Prof Brian Martin on (02) 4221 3763. If you have any enquiries regarding the ethical conduct of the research please contact the Secretary of the University of Wollongong Human Research Ethics Committee on (02) 4221 4457. 

