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on Picton Rd

A male motorist died after his car
collided with a truck on Picton Rd,
near Cordeaux Dam, yesterday
afternoon. REPORT: Page 3
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FATHER-OF-TWO Colin Dean, like hundreds of
other BlueScope Steel workers, is weighing up
his options after being offered a redundancy.
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Disgraced developer Frank Vellar is a free man today. A
Sydney magistrate imposed a two-year good behaviour
bond on the man at the heart of Wollongong City Council’s
corruption scandal. Vellar told the court that ICAC had
“brought me financially to my knees” and ruined his
relationship with his wife and children. FULL REPORT P2
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By SHANNON TONKIN

FRANK Vellar is unlikely
to see the inside of a jail
cell for the crimes he has
committed.

The Wollongong de-
veloper- yesterday es-
caped a prison sentence
on three charges of lying
to the Independent Com-
mission Against Corrup-
tion (CAC) after being
found guilty earlier this
month of hiding the true
nature of his relationships
with former coiincil plan-
ner Beth Morgan and ex-
councillor Val Zanotto.

Instead, the 45-year-old
copped a two-year good
behaviour bond and a
total of $3000 in fines for
failing to declare any re-
cord of cash benefits he
had paid Ms Morgan or a
$150,000 loan deal with Mr
Zanotto in a 2007 state-
ment to the commission.

Downing Centre Local
Court Magistrate Clare
Farnan deferred a deci-
sion on a fourth, more
serious charge cf fabricat-
ing a document, but said
she believed the offence
warranted a jail term.

However,  Ms Farnan
Has asked for a report to
be prepared on whether
Vellar could serve any
sentence by way of an
intensive correction or-
der, which would see him
avoid spending a single
night in jail.

The order, which was
introduéed_ last year to
replace weekend deten-
tion, would see Vellar in-
stead serve his sentence
period in the community
under strict supervision
of Corrective Services
NSW.

Vellar will learn his fate
on October 21, almost
three years to the date
aﬂ:gr« he was recommen-
ded to. face a raft of
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charges following ICAC’s
investigation into Wollon-
gong City Council.

Yesterday, he accepted
responsibility for his ac-
tions, saying he was “ex-
tremely remorseful”.

“I acknowledge the
court’s decision and ac-
cept that morally I have
done wrong,” he said, tell-
ing the court the scandal
had ruined his personal
and professional life.

“It’s brought me to my
knees.”

When asked if his life
had changed dramatically
since the ICAC inquiry he
replied: “That’s an under-
statement”.

Vellar also spoke of the
fallout within his family
since the March 2008 pub-
lic inquiry, describing the
relationship with his
three children, now aged
17, 15 and 13, as “strain-
ed”.

He told the court the
intense media coverage of
the scandal and sub-
sequent court case had
been “horrendous”, say-
ing it had cost him any
anonymity and had af-
fected his children as
well.

“I wish to move forward
and show the community,
members of my family and
people close to me that I
want to get on with my
life,” he said.

Vellar’s lawyer Peter
Bodor told the court the
media attention had en-
sured “a forest of punish-
ment” had already be-
fallen Vellar.

He described Vellar’s
offences as ‘“naively un-
sophisticated”, submitting
they were at the lower end
of the scale of criminality.

But, Crown prosecutor
Sally Traynor disagreed,
saying they were at the
middle to upper range of
objective severity:

Gillard claims
Thomson call
unremarkable

PRIME Minister Julia Gillard has
denied she knew about allegations
surrounding Labor backbencher
Craig Thomson and his former
union before the public did, as
Opposition Leader Tony Abbott
again called for her to tell what
she knew of the affair.

Senior government ministers
yesterday rounded to support Ms
Gillard after it was reported that
when she was deputy prime minis-
ter her chief of staff had called
Fair Work Australia to ask if it was
investigating the Health Services
Union (HSU).

Ms Gillard said yesterday Ben
Hubbard rang FWA in April 2009
to “check facts”, after allegations
in a Fairfax Media report about
the HSU and Mr Thomson, who
was :its general secretary for five
years to 2007.

She said there was nothing sus-
picious about the phone “e4ll,
which was so “unremarkable”
neither she nor Mr Hubbard had a
clear memory of it.

“It is completely unremarkable
for a chief of staff to ring a public
servant to check a fact,” she said in
Hobart.

“Mr Abbott’s been out there
today claiming that somehow+#hat
means I had knowledge of these
events in relation to Mr Thomson,
and didn’t speak about them pub-
licly and I was the only one who
knew.

“These things have been on the
public record since April 2009.”

FWA has since 2009 been invest-
igating the finances of the HSU
under Mr Thomson’s stewardship
and plans to report by the end of
the year.

NSW Police this week began an
‘“assessment” of evidence relating
to the alleged misuse- between
2002 and 2007 of union credit cards
issued to Mr Thomson, who now
holds the marginal NSW Central
Coast seat of Dobell.

Police are expected to deter-
mine next week whether a full
investigation is warranted.
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