NRL STAR TELLS COURT: NOT GUILTY
ILLAWARRA

ERCURY

SINCE 1855 : Wednesday, February 27, 2008 $4 (incl GST)

ICAC: DAY

ALEY: THE

SECRET phone taps have revealed
former Wollongong City Council
general manager Rod Oxley ar-
ranged a sympathetic planner to
oversee a high-profile developer’s
multimillion-dollar projects.

Mr Oxley is heard discussing
with Frank Vellar the latter’s de-
velopment applications, when they
would be submitted to the council
for approval and how they could be
fast-tracked.

“Yeah I'll get, I'll get ah one of
the um more experienced or more
laterally thinking planners, to ah,
to be put onto it,” Mr Oxley says in
a recording released yesterday at
the Independent Commission
Against Corruption hearings.

Mr Vellar (pictured below) rep-
lies: “I like that diplomatic ah
answer you gave me”.

The two men then laugh.

In one of the most anticipated
appearances at the inquiry, Mr
Oxley also conceded he knowingly
breached the council’s Code of
Conduct by meeting Mr- Vellar
outside of the council.
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By COURTNEY TRENWITH

FORMER Wollongong City
Council general manager
Rod Oxley gave a glowing
reference for Joe Scimone
to the recruitment agency
representing NSW Mari-
time, despite Mr Scimone
leaving the council under a
cloud of controversy, the
Independent Commission
Against Corruption heard
yesterday.

Mr Scimone resigned
from council last year amid
allegations of sexual har-
assment, although he de-
nied that was the reason he
left.

The ICAC inquiry into the
council heard yesterday
new evidence that sug-
gested former town planner
Beth Morgan had also com-
plained about Mr Scimone’s
conduct in May 2005.

It was also revealed that
when Mr Oxley promoted
Mr Scimone to acting group
manager sustainability in
2006 he was aware of con-
cerns about Mr Scimone’s
treatment of staff.

Mr Scimone was forced to
step aside from his new
-$200,000-a-year position at
NSW Maritime last week
after it was revealed ICAC
was investigating him for
allegedly offering a $30,000
bribe to two conmen posing
as ICAC officers in the be-
lief they would destroy evi-
dence against him.

ICAC has also been asked
to decide whether there are
grounds to investigate Min-
ister for Ports and Water-
ways Joe Tripodi, whose
department is in charge of
NSW Maritime, over the ap-
pointment of Mr Scimone.

Mr Tripodi eclaims he
didn’t know of the harass-
ment allegation, nor did he
know Mr Scimone was being
investigated by ICAC.

Mr Scimone listed Mr Ox-
ley as a referee on his
application for the NSW
Maritime job.

Mr Oxley conceded yes-
terday he had not been
completely honest when
questioned about Mr Sci-
mone by the IPA recruit-
ment agency.

He told the agency he
would re-employ Mr Sci-
mone, despite having
formed a view that he would
not re-employ him in the
future.

Mr Oxley also admitted
that he wrongly told IPA
that Mr Scimone had left the
council “to further his
experience in a différent
environment”.

He agreed that that was
not the reason Mr Scimone
gave for his resignation.

Phone taps

Phone taps reveal former
Wollongong City Council
general manager Rod
Oxley agreed to give
developer Frank Vellar a
sympathetic planner to
assess his applications.
Page 4

Open door

Rod Oxley prided himself
on his open door policy
at Council.But it wasn't
those who walked

Step down call

Wollongong's Deputy
Mayor Kiril Jonovski has
been asked to step aside
from his position on the

through the door of his lllawarra Regional
office that interested Development Board.
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EMAILS IN RELATION TO JOE SCIMONE

Mr Scimone resigned in
May last year, a week after
the council settled outside
of court with former staffer
Vicki Curran, who accused
Mr Scimone of sexual har-
assment in December 2005.

Mr Scimone denied his
resignation was in relation
to the complaint.

Mr Oxley said Mr Scimone
was paid out but denied
there had been a dispute
between Mr Scimone and
council, adding that the
payout was a practice he
had adopted when contrac-
tors left council before the
term of their contract had
expired.

The inquiry heard Mr Ox-
ley promoted Mr Scimone to
acting group manager su-
stainability in 2006 despite
no formal planning qualifi-
cations, believirfg he would
rely on other department
managers for advice.

Mr Oxley said that at the
time he knew at least one
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official complaint-had been
made about Mr Scimone’s
treatment of staff.

In earlier evidence, for-
mer manager of develop-
ment and assessment com-
pliance John Gilbert said
Mr Scimone used “bullying
tactics” and would override
staff decisions.

When asked by counsel
assisting the commission
Noel Hemmings QC to de-
scribe Mr Scimone’s man-
agement style, Mr Oxley
said: “Fairly assertive,
fairly strong, I’ll leave it at
that.”

The inquiry heard Ms |

Morgan also had com-
plained about Mr Scimone.

In an email to Mr Gilbert
on May 4, 2005, Ms Morgan
wrote that she had changed
her mobile phone number
because she had received a
threat from Mr Scimone.

She said she raised the
matter with Mr Gilbert and
Mr Oxley.
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