
Brian Martin, Social Defence, Social Change
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Further reading

Here is a selection of English-language works dealing wi th
social defence from a range of views. This list is introductory
rather than comprehensive.

American Friends Service Committee, In Place of War (New
York: Grossman, 1967).

Anders Boserup and Andrew Mack, War Without Weapons: Non-
violence in National Defence (London: Frances Pinter, 1974). This is
one of the more important treatments available. It is especially
valuable in giving insights into strategy. In subsequent years both
Boserup and Mack have promoted defensive military defence
rather than social defence.

Bulletin of Peace Proposals, vol. 9, no. 4, 1978. A series of articles
on social defence.

Civilian-Based Defense, 154 Auburn Street, Cambridge MA
02139-3969, USA. The key English-language periodical on social
defence, with articles and news from around the world, including
debates over directions for social defence.

Johan Galtung, Peace, War and Defense. Essays in Peace
Research , Volume Two (Copenhagen: Christian Ejlers, 1976).
Galtung provides some superb insights into the structure of society
and the role of nonviolent alternatives. His writing is usually
abstract rather than practically oriented, but is invariably
stimulating.

Gustaaf Geeraerts (editor), Possibilities of Civilian Defence in
Western Europe (Amsterdam: Swets and Zeitlinger, 1977). A useful
collection of articles.
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Steven Duncan Huxley, Constitutionalist Insurgency in Finland:
Finnish “Passive Resistance” against Russification as a Case of
Nonmilitary Struggle in the European Resistance Tradition
(Helsinki: Finnish Historical Society, 1990). A provocative
scholarly study investigating the complex social dynamics under-
lying a case often cited in literature on nonviolent struggle.

Gene Keyes, “Strategic non-violent defense: the construct of an
option,” Journal of Strategic Studies, vol. 4, no. 2, June 1981, pp. 125-
151. Valuable history of the idea of nonviolent defence, and
valuable insights from Denmark under the Nazis.

Gene Keyes, “Force without firepower: a doctrine of unarmed
military service,” CoEvolution Quarterly, no. 34, Summer 1982, pp.
4-25. Imaginative proposals for nonmilitary tasks for present
military forces.

Stephen King-Hall, Defence in the Nuclear Age (London: Victor
Gollancz, 1958). A pioneering effort, this book reads very differ-
ently from most others in the area, especially in its anticommunism
and uncritical support for British parliamentary democracy.
Nevertheless, there are some provocative suggestions for nonvio-
lent defence, especially at the international level.

Brian Martin, Uprooting War  (London: Freedom Press, 1984).
Social defence is presented as a key feature of a grassroots strategy
to challenge and replace the war system.

Adam Roberts (editor), The Strategy of Civilian Defence: Non-
violent Resistance to Aggression (London: Faber and Faber, 1967).
An excellent collection. The essays that include criticism of social
defence are especially useful for advocates.

Adam Roberts, “Civil resistance to military coups,” Journal of
Peace Research , vol. 12, no. 1, 1975, pp. 19-36. A highly useful
survey with valuable case material.

Alex P. Schmid, in collaboration with Ellen Berends and Luuk
Zonneveld, Social Defence and Soviet Military Power: An Inquiry
into the Relevance of an Alternative Defence Concept (Leiden:
Center for the Study of Social Conflict, State University of Leiden,
1985). A critique of social defence, using historical studies as well
as careful analysis to argue that an invasion by a determined
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military power (specifically, the Soviet Union) could not be
stopped by nonviolent means.

Gene Sharp, Making Europe Unconquerable: The Potential of
Civilian-based Deterrence and Defense (Cambridge, Mass.:
Ballinger, 1985).

Gene Sharp with the assistance of Bruce Jenkins, Civilian-Based
Defense: A Post-Military Weapons System (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1990). These books by Sharp are general argu-
ments for civilian-based defence without much practical detail.
Sharp remains steadfast in his advocacy of nonviolent action and
social defence, and is indefatigable in his effective writing and
speaking.


